parent when it is known that the views which the author sets forth have been principally taken in the wards of La Charitd, and from the practice of Professor Chomel, who may be justly regarded as one of the most eminent, eclectic, or Hippocratic physicians of the present day. In this respect the author has trodden in the footsteps of Professor Louis, and may be esteemed of the same medical school with him and Professor Andral.
It is the design of the work to exhibit the state of medicine at the present day, as it exists not in France only, but in the other countries of Europe, and in the United States. But, although the author has shewn a better acquaintance with English medical writers than is often to be found 1847] Classification of Diseases. 23 amongst French physicians, it is evident that even he is imperfectly informed regarding the state of medicine in England.
In a systematic work like that of Dr. Grisolle the arrangement of the subject is a matter of no small importance. The author has adopted that which he calls a philosophical or nosological system, by which it is to be understood that his object is to bring together those diseases which are allied by the character and nature of the symptoms which they present, and which may therefore be supposed to require a parity of reasoning for their explanation, and analogous treatment for their cure. He prefers this to a pathological system, which might be founded either upon the classification of tissues, in which the particular derangements characteristic of different diseases occur, or upon the systems of organs subservient to the different functions of the body. There are advantages presented by each of these methods, but in the opinion of the author they are not equal to those of a nosological arrangement. The alphabetical order he rejects at once, condemning it as the worst that could be selected. In this opinion, if it is to be restricted to a comprehensive work for the use of the medical student, there is no one acquainted with the subject who will not readily concur.
But in the application of. the alphabetical method, as practically employed, it must be remembered that it is almost entirely restricted to large works of reference, such as the various Encyclopaedias of medicine and surgery which are adapted to the use of those who are engaged in practice, or who may be already far advanced in the study of their profession.
Each article in such works constitutes a monograph, in which the attention of the writer, as well as that of the reader, is concentrated upon the particular subject without his being necessarily obliged to consider what may be advanced in other parts of the extended work. In such a publication, the superiority of an alphabetical arrangement cannot be disputed. 5thly. Gangrene?specially noticing that of the lungs, the mouth, pharynx and vulva.
6thly. Ulceration. 7thly. Those lesions which produce the contraction, obliteration, dilatation, perforation and rupture of hollow organs. Under this head are noticed the openings of the heart, contraction and obliteration of arteries, veins, and sinuses; contraction of the air-passages of the oesophagus and intestinal canal; dilatations of the bronchi and pulmonary cells; dilatations of the heart and of the lymphatics, aneurisms, dilatations of the pharynx, oesophagus and stomach?Ruptures of the oesophagus, stomach, intestine, and parietes of the heart; Ruptures of the tendinous cords of the heart; Preternatural communications between the cavities of the heart; Ruptures of the aorta; rupture of the lungs and pleura, producing pneumothorax ; rupture of the diaphragm; rupture of the spleen, liver, kidneys, and gall-bladder; ruptures of the urinary bladder and of the uterus. Cruveilhier's arrangement of cysts, which is very good and practical, recognizes these and various other forms of cysts.
In speaking of particular forms of cysts he notices specially those of the brain, those of the liver and spleen, those of the kidney, the dilatation of the pelvis of the kidney, caused by some obstruction in the passage of the urine to the bladder, to which the name of Hydronephrosis has been given by Rayer, who has well described the affection, Ovarian Cysts, which he divides into the hairy, the serous, and the acephalocystic.
Ovarian cysts, containing hair, are often accompanied by teeth, generally those of the first dentition, portions of bone, apparently belonging to different parts of the skeleton, skin, muscular tissue, and a greyish-white well as to those of his countrymen, but he does not seem to be aware that the affections to which he alludes were known and described before the appearance of the articles to which he refers.
In taking leave of the work we think we are justified in pronouncing it one of the very best and most comprehensive general works on medicine with which we have yet met. The abundant proofs which the author has given of his labour and candour warrant us in anticipating that he will continue to improve the subsequent editions, which the demands of the students in the French schools can scarcely fail to call for.
